


• california pharmacists association

PHARMACISTS WILL INCREASE ACCESS TO PrEP AND PEP 

A major advantage to having pharmacists involved in initiating PrEP and PEP is 
that pharmacies are easily accessible and are located in almost all communi
ties across California. Community pharmacists are the face of neighborhood 
healthcare and provide access to important health services for millions of 
Californians. Most importantly, providing pharmacists with the authority to 
initiate and furnish PrEP and PEP allows the patient to go directly to the source 
of where they can receive life-saving medication: from their pharmacist. 
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PrEP patient makes appointment patient visits pharmacist 
with primary care physician 

pharmacist confirms patient 

physician orders labs is HIV negative 

and waits for lab results pharmacist counsels and 

after receiving lab results, 
notifies patient must be seen 
by primary care provider for 

physician orders PrEP monitoring/subsequent refills 

patient visits pharmacist pharmacist furnishes PrEP 
with prescription (if patient is clinically eligible) 

pharmacist furnishes PrEP CONVENIENT 
NO APPOINTMENT 
LESS-STRESS 
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PEP patient visits urgent care, patient visits pharmacist 
ER or primary care physician WITHIN THE FIRST 
WITHIN THE FIRST 72 HOURS OF EXPOSURE 
72 HOURS OF EXPOSURE 

physician orders prescription pharmacist furnishes PEP 

patient visits pharmacist 
CONVENIENT with prescription 
NO APPOINTMENT 

pharmacist furnishes PEP LESS-STRESS 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

SB 159 further 
acknowledges 

pharmacists' role 
as important 

healthcare providers 

SB 159 (Wiener) 
removes unneces
sary barriers and 
patients will receive 
medication with a 
single visit to their 
pharmacy. For phar
macists: 

- Furnishing Pep and 
PrEP will be a cov
ered benefit under 
Medi-Cal, allowing 
pharmacists to 
request payment for 
services.

- SB 159 prohibits 
pharmacy benefit 
managers, plans and 
insurers from requir
ing pre-authoriza
tions. 

PHARMACISTS EXPAND ACCESS TO UNDERSERVED AND AT-RISK POPULATIONS 

Pharmacists are particularly valuable assets to the community because they act as an easily accessible 
resource for health information, clinical expertise and screening. 

Pharmacists can fill much of the gaps in care in areas where there is limited access to primary care: 
• Community pharmacies are more prevalent than medical facilities. Most Californians live within a five-mile
radius of a pharmacy.

• Patients are not required to make an appointment to see their pharmacists.
• Pharmacies are open longer hours, 24 hours per day in some cases.

By allowing pharmacists to initiate and furnish these life-saving medicines without a prescription, California 
will provide increased access and more convenient access to those who need it most. 
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